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Welcome
Rivers Primary Academy on TV! Our amazing Poppy display featured on ITV news on Wednesday
with our Head Boy and Head Girl. Thank you to all of those who contributed plastic bottles and a big
thank you to Miss Ravat and the other staff involved for making such a great display. We’ve had some
great feedback from our parents’ evenings held earlier this week. I know we’ve had to do things a little
differently this year, but it was great to see so many of you sign up. The 2 classes that we postponed,
we will reschedule these.
Thank you to those of you who have contributed to Children in Need. We will let you know next week
how much we have raised.
Public Health Walsall have confirmed that rates are rising locally. Please be vigilant and follow the
rules to help keep our school community safe.

Attendance
This week’s attendance: 94.0%
Golden Classes: Avon and Foyle
It’s fantastic to see a massive improvement in attendance this week (thank you!) and the return of our
golden classes.

Curriculum
What an exciting week at Rivers Primary Academy. As well as our usual curriculum, children have
been creating poppies to go on our amazing remembrance display. We’re sure you’ll all agree that it is
a lovely tribute to those who have died in war. It has also been Maths Week and children have been
really enjoying taking part in the daily challenges. The winning classes will be announced next week.
Year 4 have been producing some amazing cave paintings and Year 1 enjoyed a Royal tea party to
have a ‘fantastic finish’ to their history unit. In ‘Votes for Schools’ children have been discussing Could
you break a record?
Year Group Focus: Year 3
Year 3 has had an amazing week. They have enjoyed celebrating maths week by taking part in the
daily challenge and logging onto TTRS as often as they could. In English lessons, they have been
learning how to write a story with speech in it- they can't wait to write their own versions next week.
Look out for some amazing authors!
In science, they have investigated what soil is made from: rock and organic matter. This was

investigated outside in the school grounds. They spotted some creepy crawlies along the way as well
as some plastic packaging and wrappers in the soil which made them feel upset as they have learnt
that these cannot be decomposed.

Musician of the Half Term: Diana Ross
The children have been enjoying learning all about our focus
musician this half term (and a personal favourite of Mrs Wright),
Diana Ross. She is an inspirational musician due to her soulful
tones. They have listened to some live recordings of her music with
the band ‘The Supremes.’ The Supremes, who became Motown's
most successful act during the 1960s, are one of the world's
best-selling girl groups of all time. After her success in the group,
she pursued a solo career and even appeared in films! This week,
children have learnt about Ross' film career of The Wiz. Listen to, or have some karaoke time singing,
her catchy tune Stop in the Name of Love.
Enrichment
Many young people across the UK will be missing out on their usual sport clubs. The Youth Sport Trust
are here to help children develop physical literacy and confidence to try lots of new sports, helping all
children find a sport for them.
The After School Sport Club will be led by Athlete Mentors from different backgrounds, abilities and
sports. Every day at 5pm, from 16 November until 18 December, children and young people can join in
with the live broadcast for free on our YouTube channel.
The different daily themes are below:
Adventure Monday – This might involve getting children to do floor, wall climbing and map reading all
within their living room
Tuesday Play – Imaginative play utilising resources in the house to create games and activities to get
active
Wild Wednesday – Some high tempo competitive activities involving personal challenges
Thinking Thursday – Introducing cognitive challenges for children through movement.
Fun Friday – A chance for children to let loose and have some fun.
https://www.youthsporttrust.org/AfterSchoolSportClub
https://www.youtube.com/user/YouthSportTrust

Rivers Love to Read
This week’s star readers:
Name

Words Read This Week

Demi-Leigh T

488,090

Aqram LB

275,186

Kai MB

166,823

Mariam A

152,448

Yahia A

129,853

Class

Words Read This Year

Fuji

3,550,623

Amazon

1,897,053

Tiber

278,097

Kuma

187,764

Clyde

166,403

Foyle

117,899

Hvita

104,111

Class Leaderboard

Times Table Rockstars
Congratulations to the following children for improving their rockstar status. They will
receive a certificate next week. Please make sure that your child is logging onto
Time Table Rock Stars.
Unsigned Act

Garage Rocker

Wannabe

(< 7 secs)

(< 10 secs)

(10 logins)

Mia (Clyde)
Lily-Jo (Clyde)

Elias (Clyde)
Ruben (Clyde)

Matuesz (Clyde)
Dominik (Hvita)

Safeguarding
This week, it has been brought to our attention that the popular app called 'Among Us' is gaining
popularity. The game was originally rated as an age 16 PEGI game in June 2018 – but is now rated as
age 7 PEGI. In the Apple App store, it has been rated as 9+.
However, the main concerns are:
●
●
●
●

Talking to strangers in the game
Seeing inappropriate content
There are no inbuilt safety features in the game
If a player does become an issue, the only person who can remove them is the Host. This does
mean that all the players have no option but to rely on the Host to take action if something goes
wrong in the game.

If you would like to read more information about this app, please follow the link
https://www.internetmatters.org/hub/news-blogs/is-among-us-multiplayer-game-safe-for-children/
Be Bright, Be Seen
November sees the start of the Be Bright, Be Seen campaign. This is to help children to stay safe as it
gets darker earlier. Last week a flyer was sent out to all parents and over the next couple of weeks,
children will be learning more through an assembly and PSHE lesson.

Celebrations
This week, some more of our amazing children have earned their bronze behaviour badges! You will all
receive your badge next week. Who will be our first class with a full house?
Avon: Isla-Rose, Adriel, Alex, Malik
Trent: Mesha, Jessica, Carter
Thames: Adrianna, Guravdeep, Freddie, Porsha, Alyssa, Zakariya, Katherine, Nathanael, Uche, Anita,
Freddie, Harley, Harley-Jay, Ellaney

Foyle: Teagwen, Archie, Eshal
Hvita: Dominik, Holly, Ava, McKaylah, Daniel, Alyssia, Vlad, Ella-Mai, Sienna, Maciej, Aston, Miley-Mai
Tiber: Kai-Rhys, Ethan
Fuji: Alfie, Lexi, Charlie
Kuma: Vinnie
Amazon: Kacie, Teagan, Emilie
ASPIRE ambassadors for this week:
Sure can improve
Avon: Kealon S
Trent: Chenai H
Thames: Guravdeep B
Severn: Emmanuel A
Foyle: Shardanae P
Clyde: Faith L
Hvita: Harry C
Tiber: Arren M
Fuji: Eberechukwu O
Kuma: Max C
Amazon: Liarni J
Hot chocolate winners for this week:
Fuji: Richard M
Kuma: Vinnie R
Amazon: Summer Y
Diary dates
Thursday 19th November Themed school lunch (Wrapt it around the world)
Thursday 3rd December School Photos (provisional date)
Friday 4th December WAT Inset Day
Friday 11th December school is closed for inset day
Wednesday 16th December Christmas jumper day
Wednesday 16th December Christmas lunch
Thursday 17th December Christmas class parties
Friday 18th December 1.15pm End of term
Monday 4th January School reopens

