We Inspire to Aspire

Livingstone Road, Walsall, WS3 1LY

Tel: 01922 710164

Weekly Newsletter
Thursday 24th June 2021

Message from Mrs Wright
Even though this has been a shorter week at Rivers we’ve still managed to cram an awful lot in!
This week Windsor Academy Trust completed a reading review at our school. As you know reading
was one of our areas for improvement identified by Ofsted at their last visit. We were thrilled that our
‘delightful children’ shone in their phonics lessons, when reading 121 and sharing their knowledge
about books and authors. The reading culture across our academy was highlighted as being
exceptional. Thank you for all your support listening to your child read every day and signing their
planners - a true Rivers community effort!
Please see our new section below ‘A Week at Rivers’ which celebrates all of the learning and exciting
activities that are happening in each year group - this has been introduced following feedback from
last week’s parent coffee morning. Can you spot your child’s picture, work or quote?
Reminder we are closed for inset day Friday 25th and Monday 28th June.
We look forward to welcoming ALL children back on Tuesday 29th June

Attendance
This Week’s Attendance: 93.4%
Golden Class: Severn

A Week at Rivers
This week in Nursery children have been learning about animals found under
the sea. Children have listened to lots of stories about life under the sea and
enjoyed creating their own under the sea pictures.
‘I liked learning about all the different fish’ Clara.
‘I liked the sharks’ Daniel
‘I made a rainbow fish’ Kadie.
‘I have a starfish, they live in the water’ Aurora.

In Reception this week children have been making their
own passports to board our flight to travel all the way to
India. Our role-play area has been transformed into an
airport. We had to pass through security and the baggage
area before we boarded our flight. Children have enjoyed
dressing up in Indian clothes and learning about what life
is like in India. They have learned to recognise the Indian
flag and the key Indian landmarks like the Taj Mahal.
Everyone loved tasting the Indian food - curry, naan bread
and poppadoms!
‘I can’t believe it took 20 years for the Taj Mahal to be
built’ Jaxson.
‘I eat curry at home’ Sarghun.
‘These dresses are so pretty’ Teal.
This week in whole class reading, Year 1 has started to read their new text ‘Flat Stanley’. Stanley
came to visit us in school but unfortunately a display board fell on him so now he is as flat as a
pancake! In maths, the children have been measuring the mass of objects by using balance scales and
non standard objects. They are really enjoying using the balance scales and exploring what happens
when one object is heavier than another and what happens when both sides of the scales weigh the
same. On Wednesday the children went outside onto the field for another cricket lesson with Mr Patel
from Chance to Shine and continued to practise their batting and fielding skills. As part of our global
affairs theme, we have been looking at food waste and how we can reduce this, discussing ideas such
using food waste to create compost and looking at best before dates and considering whether food can
still be eaten if it is still fresh. After these lessons Jenson said, ‘We put food we can’t eat in our slop bin.
We put potato peelings and other food in there, then we put it in the garden and it turns to dirt.’ Isla
said, ‘I looked at the date on the grapes and it was past but I looked at the grapes and ate the ones that
were ok!’
We have had a busy week in Year 2. We have been enjoying reading
our whole class reading book, Bill’s New Frock. Whilst in English we
have been writing some terrific sentences about George and the Dragon!
In Maths, we have been looking at statistics this week and created our
own tally charts and pictograms.
‘I have made my own tally chart and pictogram of the Euro scores for
England!’ Leylan
The sun was shining for LKS2’s National Schools Sports
Week. Year 3 and 4 showed great resilience, determination
and sportsmanship as they played Tag Rugby with a
specialist coach from Premier League Worcester Warriors. All
the children worked so hard, we are so proud!
Year 4 certainly had a memorable Science lesson this week
when they used household objects to explore the digestive
system. They learnt how food is broken down as it passes
through the different organs and reduced into microscopic
pieces. ‘This is the best science lesson ever.’

Year 5 have had an action packed week. We
have been lucky enough to enjoy working
with Worcester Warriors, a Premier League
rugby team. The boys really displayed
resilience and great teamwork! The girls have
been working with Chance 2 Shine cricket
coach where they worked on bowling,
fielding, catching and striking. The coach
commented on some of our girls having real
star potential. Some of our children were
lucky enough to take part in Bikeability training and took to the local area to learn how to ride their bikes
safely on the road. Finally, I couldn't not report on the brilliant writing we've been seeing in English as
part of our narrative unit 'One Small Step'. The children are loving the video stimulus and are really
stepping up a gear with the work they are producing.

Safeguarding
Relationships and Sex Education (RSE)
As a part of your child’s education at Rivers Primary Academy, we promote personal wellbeing and
development through a comprehensive Personal, Social, Health and Economic (PSHE) education
programme. PSHE education is the curriculum subject that gives children the knowledge,
understanding, attitudes and practical skills to live safe, healthy, productive lives. As part of our
commitment to quality provision for teaching RSE and health and following statutory government
guidelines you will find our RSE policy and curriculum overview on our school website. These show our
key building blocks to help our children understand about healthy, respectful relationships and focus on
family and friendships, in all contexts - including online. This will also ensure essential understanding
of how to be healthy. As a school community, we are committed to working in partnership with parents.
Please contact Miss Stone if you have feedback on these documents by Friday 9th July 2021.
If you have any safeguarding concerns, please contact one of our safeguarding team
via Class Dojo or by calling the school office.
Miss Stone (Designated Safeguarding Lead)
Mrs Moorhouse (Pastoral Lead)
Miss Gamwell (Safeguarding Officer)
Alternatively, you can call the NSPCC helpline 0808 800 5000. Children and young people can call
Childline on 0800 1111.

Rivers Reads
This week’s star KS2 readers:
Name

Words Read This Week

Shyar A

87,413

Heathan CS

52,870

Jaedyn A

42,551

Ava C

41,671

Tiguidanke S

39,831

Class

Words Read This Year

Fuji

13,698,532

Amazon

4,697,643

Tiber

2,679,041

Kuma

2,951,321

Hvita

1,232,746

Foyle

786,526

Clyde

566,906

Class Leaderboard:

TTRS
Class leaderboard:
Class

Average Speed (Seconds)

Tiber

1.32

Clyde

2.20

Hvita

2.63

Amazon

2.92

Severn

2.97

Kuma

3.07

Foyle

3.21

Fuji

3.42

Thames

3.46

Celebrations
Well done to our ‘Aspire’ winners: I am Resilient
Nile: Jaxson W
Ganges: Aiden R
Avon: Arya S
Trent: Rico P
Severn: Lana-Mae B
Thames: Mazie W
Clyde: Dolcie L
Foyle:Tyler I
Hvita:Daniel IE
Tiber: Taio J
Fuji: Megan A
Kuma: Marshane C
Amazon: Mariam A
Hot Chocolate Winners
Kuma: Jayda F
Fuji: Ryan F
Amazon: Seth L
Message from a Member of Walsall Community Litter Watch: I wanted to just say a
big Thankyou to a young man from Year 2. On Saturday we did a big litter pick around
Blakenall and he was a brilliant picker! He loved it and wanted me to call for him
another day. What an excellent example of a helpful conscientious young man! Well
done!
Years 4, 5 and 6 have taken part in a STEM competition where they had to work in small groups to
design their own superhero that would solve real world issues. We are ever so pleased to report that
we had some winners in year 4 - Taio, Phoebe and Peyton - well done for your idea about turning
plastic found in the oceans into drinkable water! Wwatch these Year 4 winners talking about their
superhero on the STEM Engineering Superhero webinar on the following link:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=94JHvgaaMEE

Diary dates
Friday 25th June
Monday 28th June

School closed (Inset day)
School closed (Inset day)

Tuesday 6th July
Wednesday 7th July
Tuesday 13th July
Wednesday 14th July
Thursday 15th July
Monday 19th July
Wednesday 21st July
Wednesday 21st July

Y1/Y2 Sports day
Nursery/Reception Sports day
Y3/Y4 Sports day
Y5/Y6 Sports day
Y6 Evening production
Y6 trip & Leaving party
Year 6 final assembly
Last day of term finish at 1:15pm

Monday 6th September

Children return to school

