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Disability, Equality scheme and Accessibility plan

EQUALITY STATEMENT
Legal Duties
As a school we welcome our duties under the Equality Act 2010. The general duties are to:

= eliminate discrimination,
= advance equality of opportunity
= foster good relations

We understand the principle of the Act and the work needed to ensure that those with protected characteristics are not
discriminated against and are given equality of opportunity.

A protected characteristic under the act covers the groups listed below:

age (for employees not for service provision),
disability

ethnicity

gender

gender reassignment

maternity and pregnancy

religion and belief, and

sexual identity

Marriage and Civil Partnership (for employees)

In order to meet our general duties, listed above, the law requires us to do some specific duties to demonstrate how
we meet the general duties. These are to:

Publish equality information — to demonstrate compliance with the general duty across its functions — by 6 April 2012
We will not publish any information that can specifically identify any individual child or adult
Prepare and publish equality objectives — by 6 April 2012

To do this we will collect data related to the protected characteristics above and analyse this data to determine our
focus for our equality objectives. The data will be assessed across our core provisions as a school. This will include
the following functions:

Admissions
Attendance
Attainment
Exclusions
Prejudice related incidents

Our objectives will detail how we will ensure equality is applied to the services listed above however where we find
evidence that other functions have a significant impact on any particular group we will include work in this area.

We also welcome our duty under the Education and Inspections Act 2006 to promote community cohesion.

We recognise that these duties reflect international human rights standards as expressed in the UN Convention on the
Rights of the Child, the UN Convention on the Rights of People with Disabilities, and the Human Rights Act 1998.

Core Statements:
In fulfilling our legal obligations we will be guided by seven core statements:
Statement 1: All learners are of equal value.

Statement 2: We recognise, welcome and respect diversity.
1



Statement 3: We foster positive attitudes and relationships, and a shared sense of belonging.
Statement 4. We observe good equalities practice, including staff recruitment, retention and development.
Statement 5: We aim to reduce and remove existing inequalities and barriers.
Statement 6: We consult and involve widely
Statement 7: We strive to ensure that society will benefit.
At Rivers, we are committed to ensuring equality of education and opportunity for disabled pupils, staff and
all those receiving services from the school. We aim to develop a culture of inclusion and diversity in which

people feel free to disclose their disability and to participate fully in school life.

Addressing Prejudice Related Incidents

Rivers Primary Academy is opposed to all forms of prejudice and we recognise that children and young people who
experience any form of prejudice related discrimination may fare less well in the education system. We provide both
our pupils and staff with an awareness of the impact of prejudice in order to prevent any incidents. If incidents still
occur we address them immediately and report them to Windsor Academy Trust.

Definition of disability: Children, young people and adults who are considered as being disabled under the Disability
Discrimination Act (DDA) are all those with long term, serious disabilities which adversely affect their everyday life eg.
physical disabilities (including sensory impairments), serious earning difficulties, dyslexia, diabetes, epilepsy, severe asthma,
speech and language difficulties, Autism, ADHD. People with a diagnosis of cancer, HIV, multiple sclerosis and mental illness
are also included in the definition.
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Our Equality Objectives

Attainment:  To explore and understand the issues further so that the schoal can close the attainment gap

Why: The attainment gap between children from rich and poor backgrounds is detectable at an early age (22
months) and widens throughout the education system, for example children from the lowest-income homes are half as
likely to get five good GCSEs (General Certificates in Secondary Education) and go on to

Higher education

How: Evaluate the impact of current methods introduced in the previous academic year. Consult with the school
community; particularly make sure that parents/carers are involved Explore best practice in schools locally and
nationally who may have encountered similar issues.

Outcome: We intend to use the information gathered to develop projects/initiatives to develop skills in reading
and writing. The focus will depend on the needs of each year group as those classed as ‘vulnerable’ may be so for
different reasons.

Attendance

Equality Objective: To explore and understand the reasons for the absence and what support can be given to
individual pupils to begin to improve attendance rates.

Why: The schools attendance figures show that children we class as vulnerable are on our safeguarding list have
higher absentee levels than that of their peers.

How:  Consult with the school community that this impacts upon? Particularly make sure that parents/carers are
involved and also specialist services i.e. EWO. Work closely with Windsor High School to consider best practice.

Outcome: Improved attendance with school reaching 97% target — a reduced number of persistent absentees
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